
INTRODUCTION 

 
This booklet is designed for those of you about to complete Year 10.  You are now at the point where 
you must make some plans for your own future, and it is important that you put a lot of thought into 
considering possible career options.  You will need to base your career decisions on a good 
understanding of yourself, as well as on what you hope to gain from a career.  Your decisions will 
affect the type of work you do, whether you find the work interesting, the hours you work and how 
much money you will make from your work. 
 
The information provided in this book will help you in making this decision.  Some questions you may 
ask yourself include: 
 
·  What are my short and long term goals in life? 
·  Do I know what job I would like to have? If not, how can I keep my options open? 
·  Which Senior subjects will I need as prerequisites for tertiary courses I’m interested in? 
·  Are my grades in Year 10 good enough for me to be able to cope with the work in Year 11 and 12 

subjects? 
·  Do I actually want to study at school for a further two years?  Would I rather leave school? 
·  Do I want some further training, but not at school? 
 
  Stay At School?       Or Not? 

 
·  School provides a broad general education 
·  It leads to a very wide range of courses 

and careers. 
·  Education generally leads to a better 

chance of finding employment, a higher 
income, and a more interesting and 
challenging career. 

·  Year 11 and 12 are necessary for entry to 
tertiary courses and are strongly preferred 
by employers in many areas. 

·  Study until Year 12 enables a person to 
have more maturity and knowledge of 
themselves before making a career choice. 

 
·  Education can be continued and 

qualifications gained at places other than 
school, eg, TAFE, apprenticeships and 
traineeships, work. 

·  Formal schooling is not the only form of 
education.  Experience is important in 
most types of work. 

·  Schooling extends financial dependence 
on parents. 

·  The subjects studied may not lead to the 
type of work you have in mind. 

·  Further schooling requires ability and 
application beyond the scope of some 
students. 

 
Option 1: Other Full Time Study 

 
Agricultural Colleges: eg, Burdekin, Dalby, Emerald, or Longreach Colleges, and University of 
Queensland Gatton Campus certificate courses. 
 
TAFE and Private Providers: Pre-vocational, Pre-apprenticeship and Certificate courses.  These 
courses are designed to prepare students for entry to apprenticeships, traineeships and other forms 
of employment.  They may also be used to help students enter related higher level courses (eg. 
Diploma). 
 
Bridging Courses: There exists a small number of full-time or part-time courses which are designed to 
prepare students for specific higher level courses. 
 



 
Option 2: Employment and part-time study 

 
Apprenticeships/Traineeships: Work plus TAFE Certificate and other pre-employment courses. 
 
Other secondary study, perhaps with more flexible hours, eg, Distance Education, evening classes 
(age and other conditions apply). 
 
Private colleges or providers, eg, Russo Institute, Martin College, etc. 
 

Unemployment 
 
Changes to government policies have focused on encouraging young people to remain in school or 
training until at least the age of eighteen.  It is very difficult for people below this age to receive 
support from the government unless they are in some form of training or in school. 
 

Career Information - Where To Get It 

 
Choosing a career is an important decision.  It is important that you find out as much information as 
possible about your career to help you make up your mind. 
 
School Staff: The Guidance Officer can provide counselling support in career and course decision -
making.  The Heads of Department, your subject teachers, Year Coordinator and other staff at school 
are also available to discuss your options with you. 
 
Print and Electronic Resources: The School has copies of the current Job Guide in both book format 
and on CD Rom.  Two of many useful Internet sites are www.jobsearch.gov.au/joboutlook which has 
information on jobs that are likely to be in demand in the future, and www.myfuture.edu.au which has 
a great deal of information to assist you in the career area.  The Guidance Officers can refer you to 
other relevant sites. 
 
Tertiary Institutions: Within each tertiary institution there are academic advisers or admissions officers 
whose job it is to help prospective students make the right decision about their studies.  All 
universities also have web sites, eg, www.qut.edu.au for Queensland University of Technology (insert 
‘uq’,‘gu’,’usq’), etc. The TAFE handbook is on line at www.TAFEinfo.net 
 
Open Days and TSXPO (Tertiary Studies Exposition).  These are held at various times throughout the 
year.   
 
Relatives and acquaintances: Approach someone who is currently doing the job in which you are 
interested.  That person is in an ideal position to tell you what the occupation is really like. 
 
Career Reference Centre: The Career Reference Centre is located in Brisbane (Ground Floor, 340 
Adelaide Street cnr. Wharf Street).  The phone number is 1800 627 175.  As well as career 
information, you can find out about employment-related issues, eg, resume and job application, work 
statistics, and graduate opportunities.  The email address is 
career.information.Brisbane@centrelink.gov.au 
  
 

ENROLLING AT BUNDABERG STATE HIGH SCHOOL FOR YEAR 11 

 
Please note that subjects will only be offered when numbers are sufficient and suitable 

staff are available. 
 



Students wishing to enrol at Bundaberg State High School for Year 11 must read carefully the 
relevant sections of this handbook before selecting the six subjects that you wish to study.  The 
school will endeavour to give you your subjects. 
 
Senior Certificate 
 
The Senior Certificate is a formal record of a student’s achievements at school in Years 11 and 12.  It 
details subjects studied and the Levels of Achievement attained.  The Queensland Studies Authority 
(QSA) has replaced the Board of Senior Secondary School Studies.  One of its roles is to issue the 
Senior Certificate.  The Levels of Achievement are Very High Achievement (VHA), High Achievement 
(HA), Sound Achievement (SA), Limited Achievement (LA) and Very Limited Achievement (VLA). 
 
Classification of Subjects 
 
The Senior Certificate groups subjects into three categories as follows: 
 
Authority Subject - Category A (previously called ‘Board’ subjects): School work programs in these 
subjects have been accredited, based on QSA (Board) syllabuses.  Achievement in Category A 
Subjects contributes to your OP.  Tertiary institutions often set certain of these subjects as 
prerequisites for entry into courses. (See the booklet Tertiary Prerequisites 2006 for more details). 
 
Authority-Registered Subjects - Category B (previously called ‘Board-registered’ subjects):  Schools 
initiate these subjects, but their work programs must still be accredited by QSA. 
 
Category C Subjects (previously called ‘Recorded’ subjects):  Results in these subjects are awarded 
by external agencies (eg AMEB) but must be approved by the QSA for inclusion on the Senior 
Certificate.  TAFE Modules studied at school are recorded. 
 
Some subjects have Units of Competency (Nationally accredited modules) embedded within the 
subject (such as BCT, Hospitality Practices, Industrial Skills A) that allow students to complete 
Certificate I or Certificate II in a particular service area (eg Hospitality, Business).  A limited number of 
subjects (eg Retail Studies) are entirely Units of Competency. 
 
Refer to the table at the end of this section for a summary of subjects offered at Bundaberg State 
High School and the category classification. 
 

For students intending to go to university 

 
If you are considering going to university, make sure that you will be eligible for an Overall Position 
(OP).  Almost all school leavers enter University via their OP.  Make sure that you consult Tertiary 
Prerequisites 2006 to check the subjects specified by universities for entry to particular courses. 
 
Overall Position (OP) 
 
Category A Subjects contribute to your Overall Position (OP) and to your Field Positions (FP-A, FP-
B, etc.).  Category B Subjects do not contribute to your OP and FP’s.  It is possible, however, to 
study one Category B subject (with five Category A subjects) and still be eligible for an OP. 
 
To be eligible for an Overall Position (OP), you must 
·  Study at least 20 semester units (the equivalent of studying five subjects for four semesters) of 

Category A subjects. 
·  Of the five subjects, study at least three of those subjects continuously for all four semesters of 

Years 11 and 12. 
·  Sit for the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test. 
 



Field Positions (FPs) 
 
Field Positions provide universities with more specific information about the types of subjects you 
have studied.  See the back inside cover of Tertiary Prerequisites 2006 for the Table of Subject 
Weights for Fields, which will enable you to check the fields for which you will qualify.  Your FP’s may 
be used in the final selection for university places. The major selector, however, is the OP. 
 
 

For students intending to go to TAFE 

 
It is possible to qualify to enter TAFE study without an OP.  Students intending to go to TAFE may 
therefore choose not to study a 5 Category A Subjects course. 
 
Advanced Diploma and Diploma Programs 
 
Entry to TAFE Diploma and Advance Diploma programs requires completion of Year 12 (or 
equivalent) as a minimum.  Applicants who are eligible for an OP are selected on the basis of the OP.  
Applicants who do not have an OP are selected on the basis of a Tertiary Entrance Rank calculated 
from their achievement in all Senior subjects, QCS Test results and other relevant experience. 
 
Advanced Certificate and Certificate Programs 
 
Applications for these courses are made directly to the College offering the program.  Selection is 
based on achievement in all subjects appearing on the Senior Certificate.  Year 10 students can also 
apply for entry to some Certificate courses.  Some Certificates allow entry to Diploma courses. 
 
From TAFE to University 
 
Some students who complete one or two years of a TAFE diploma may thereby gain entry into 
university via a higher ‘rank’ (or OP equivalent).  Credit transfer arrangements with some universities 
mean that you may also complete your degree faster, with time off the degree if your TAFE study is 
relevant.  See a Guidance Officer for more information. 
 
From University to TAFE 
 
A large number of students are now finding it to their career advantage to continue their study after 
university by going on to TAFE. 
 
 

SELECTING YOUR SUBJECTS 

 
Above all choose subjects that you will do well at and that you enjoy. 
 
Over many years, research by the Board of Senior School Studies (precursor to the 
Queensland Studies Authority) has indicated that to get the highest OP of which you are 
capable, you should study the subjects that you enjoy and at which you do well.  It is all very 
well ‘keeping all your options open’ by taking specific prerequisite subjects.  However, by 
doing subjects that you find too difficult or that are not suited to you, you may actually reduce 
your options in terms of your results and, consequently, the OP you achieve. 
 



Consider this: if a university course you want to do has a prerequisite subject you find too difficult at 
school, how will you be able to achieve what is required by that course at university level? 
 
·  You may choose any combination of subjects (including English).  The school will endeavour to 

give you your six choices. 
·  You cannot do Mathematics C unless you also do Mathematics B. 
·  Of course, you CAN take Maths B without Maths C. 
·  You cannot do Multi-strand Science with more than one of the following - Chemistry, Physics, 

Biological Science 
 
 

In Summary 

 
Choose your subjects according to the following: 
 
1. Subjects you enjoy. 
2. Subjects in which you do well, eg, gain the highest marks. 
3. Subjects that you need as tertiary pre-requisites, as listed in the Tertiary Prerequisites 2006 

booklet. 
4. Subjects that will give you the Field Positions needed for your tertiary courses. 
 
Do not choose your subjects for the following reasons: 
 
1. Your friend is taking that subject.  In a school of this size, there may be several classes in a 

subject, so even if you are doing the same subjects as your friend, you won’t necessarily be in 
the same class. 

2. You don’t like the teacher.  There is no guarantee that you will have any particular teacher in 
2004. 

3. Someone told you that the subject is fun.  It may be enjoyable for someone, but not necessarily 
for you.   

4. Someone told you that the subject is boring.  See point 3. 
5. Someone told you that you do/don’t need that subject for the course you want to take at 

university.  Check in Tertiary Prerequisites 2006 or see the Guidance Officer. 
 
Choose carefully.  Subject changes are not always possible at all, and in any case are only permitted 
at certain times as subjects are “Blocked” (ie groups of subjects that are programmed at the same 
time on the timetable). 



TYPES OF SUBJECTS 
 

Subjects Offered 
Authority 
Category 

A 

Authority 
Category 

B 

Units of 
Competency 

Accounting X   

Ancient History X   

Art X   

Biological Science X   

Business Communication & Technologies X  X 

Business Studies  X X 

Catering  X  

Chemistry X   

Communication Studies  X  

Computer Studies  X X 

Drama X   

Early Childhood Practices  X  

Economics X   

English X   

Film & Television X   

Geography X   

German X   

Graphics X   

Home Economics X   

Hospitality Practices   X X 

Industrial Skills A – Building & Construction  X X 

Industrial Skills B – Engineering Manufacturing  X X 

Industrial Skills F – Introduction to Industry  X  

Information Processing & Technology X   

Subjects Offered 
Authority 
Category 

A 

Authority 
Category 

B 

Units of 
Competency 

Japanese X   

Job Readiness   X 

Legal Studies X   

Literacy  X  

Mathematics A X   

Mathematics B X   

Mathematics C X   

Media Studies   X  

Modern History X   

Multi-Arts Studies  X  

Multi-Strand Science X   

Music X   

Music – Extension X   

Numeracy  X  

Physical Education X   

Physical Recreation  X  

Physics X   

Retail Studies   X 

Sport Development  X  

Technology Studies X   

Tourism  X X 

Trade & Business Maths  X  



The Arts 
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How Arts Education Builds The 
Skills That Business Values 

 
Business Week Magazine 
 
1. An education in the arts encourages high 

achievement. 
2. Study of the arts encourages a suppleness 

of mind, a toleration for ambiguity to make 
trade-offs among alternative course of 
action. 

3. Study of the arts helps students to think 
and work across traditional disciplines.  
They learn both to integrate knowledge 
and to ‘think outside the boxes’. 

4. An education in the arts teaches students 
how to work co-operatively. 

5. An education in the arts builds an 
understanding of diversity and the 
multicultural dimensions of our world. 

6. An arts education contributes to 
technological competence. 
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Bundaberg SHS’s ARTS DEPARTMENT has established a reputation for excellence in Arts Education.   
Our music and visual arts programs are amongst the best in Queensland, with students continuing to win 
prestigious State awards each year for the work they have completed as part of their Arts study. 
 
The Arts Department offers students a diversity of Visual and Performing Arts areas in which they can 
specialise – Art, Multi-Arts, Drama, Media Studies, Film & TV and Music.  In all fields learning 
experiences have been designed to encourage creativity, personal�expression, use of technology, 
communication, team building and problem solving – skills which will allow students to be more effective 
citizens of the future.  Students have regular contact with Visual and Performing�Artists, participating in 
work experience, workshops and performances.  
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Arts curriculum – Learning Pathways 
 

JUNIOR 
CURRICULUM 

 
THE ARTS 

13 week introductory unit, that allows students to participate in multi-arts learning 
experiences. 

      �     �             �          �              �  
 Year  9 & 10 

 
MULTI-
ARTS  ART  MUSIC  DRAMA    MEDIA  

 

 
 

                 Specialisation in an Arts Form from, Year 9 

         �   �         �        �  �   

SENIOR 
CURRICULUM 

ARTS IN 
PRACTICE 
QSA ‘SAS’ 
MODULES 

�  

QSA 
ART 

 
QSA 

MUSIC  
 

QSA 
DRAMA  

QSA 
FILM & 

TV 

 

 
Year 11 & 12 

Strand K 
MULTI-ARTS 

STUDIES 

      �  
EXTENSION  

MUSIC  
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 ART (Year 9 – 12) 
Art provides exciting opportunities for students to 
actively engage in the process of creating works of 
art.  They acquire skills and a knowledge of art, 
craft and design techniques through 
experimentation with a wide range of art media and 
techniques.  Fine and contemporary art forms are 
explored, such as; drawing, graphic design, 
sculpture, installation and digital image making. 
Students who study Art, gain satisfaction of 
enjoyment from making images & objects, 
exhibiting them & viewing the artworks of artists, 
designers & craft people. 

MULTI-ARTS (Year 9 – 12) 
In years 8 and 9, students participating in the Multi-
Arts course participate in a range of modified Arts 
learning experiences. They study the Arts works 
produced by different primitive and contemporary 
cultural groups, and from these investigations create 
and present a diversity of dance, music, visual art, 
craft and dramatic forms. 
In years 11 and 12, the Multi-Arts course has a 
strong vocational focus. The subject provides senior 
students with the opportunity to participate in 
practical arts experiences such as digital imaging and 
graphic design, community artwork design and 
theatre studies  

MEDIA (Year 9 – 10) 
Through practical experience, students studying 
Junior and Senior Media Studies acquire an 
understanding of a range of media, including radio, 
film print, photography, television and video.  Class 
activities enable students to develop production and 
technical skills such as story-boarding, video editing, 
script writing, animation and digital filming. 
 

MUSIC (Year 9 – 12) 
Music is essentially an aural art form.  Through 
involvement in music, students are actively involved 
in making, creating, listening and responding to a 
range of music styles.  Students develop a 
knowledge of instrumental and choral performance, 
music composition and listening. 
Multiple avenues for keen and gifted musicians are 
available.  Music students are encouraged to 
participate in the school’s Instrumental Music 
Program, and Senior Music students are able to 
complete an Extension Music course in addition to 
Senior Music. 

FILM & TELEVISION (Year 11 – 12) 
Film & TV enables students to develop 
communication skills through the process of 
designing, critiquing and producing media texts. 
Students actively participate in the design technical 
skills such as camera operation and film editing. 

DRAMA (Year 9 – 12) 
Drama offers an environment of trust and openness 
within which students learn to work in teams & 
communicate effectively with others.  Students are 
able to work from their own ideas - a process 
fostering self-confidence, imagination, and 
creativity. 
In drama students, participate in mime and 
movement, puppetry, script analysis and writing, 
and role playing. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Business Education at Bundaberg State High School is one of the largest subject areas and encompasses 
numerous areas of business. 
 
A strong focus on the Business Education course at both Junior and Senior levels is that of TECHNOLOGY and 
its role in the business world.  Currently there are six operational computing labs together with several mini-labs 
located around the school.  The Business Education department plays an important role in leading the school in 
technology based education. 
 
In Years 9 and 10, the emphasis centres around providing a solid introduction to software with an 
accompanying understanding of Information Technology.  The courses offered at this level equip students with 
the hands-on experience and knowledge to assist in subject selection and career choices. 
 
In Years 11 and 12, students have a wide choice of subjects to select from that  provides them with a solid 
foundation for the career path the student chooses to pursue.  The vocational-based senior subjects such as 
Computer Studies, Business Studies and Retail Studies have paved the way for a strong vocational emphasis in 
the senior school. 
 
Students in both the junior and senior school are given opportunities to participate in extra-curricular activities 
that relate to subjects offered by this department. 
  

Learning  Pathways 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Junior  Curriculum  Subject  Outlines 
Junior Business Studies  covers two units. Small Business investigates the nature of business by looking at 
the local business community.  Students also examine consumer rights and responsibilities.  The Business 
Venture unit provides students with the opportunity to create and successfully manage a small business 
venture. 
 
Junior Information Technology covers two units.  World Wide Web (www) explores various internet related 
topics including designing web pages.  Social and ethical issues will also be investigated as well as future 
directions of the www.   Programming involves the writing of programmes using Visual Basic 6.0, Microsoft’s 
MSAgent Characters and game creation using Klik n Play.�
�
Practical Business Skills covers two units. Practical Bookkeeping covers the practical record keeping of 
business transactions incorporating manual and electronic methods.  Information Processing covers such topics 
as display including graphics, letters, tables, importing spreadsheets etc on the computer using Microsoft Office. 

 

BBuussiinneessss  EEdduuccaatt iioonn 
 

�  Junior Business Studies �  Junior Information Technology 
�  Practical Business Skills 
 

SENIOR  
Curriculum 

�  Business Communication and Technologies �  Accounting 
�  Information Processing and Technology �  Legal Studies 
�  Retail Studies – Certificate II in Retail Operations  
�  Computer Studies – Certificate II in Information Technology 
�  Accounting 
�  Legal Studies 
 

Please Note:   
The Senior Curriculum is specifically designed to cater for students who have not studied the junior subjects listed above. 
 

JUNIOR 
Curriculum 



Senior  Curriculum  Subject  Outlines 
 

 
 

 
Accounting is an information system which provides financial and other information about the nature and 
significance of business transactions.  This information is used for decision making within a range of business 
organisations.  The study of accounting promotes the development of competencies in logical reasoning, 
effective communication, analysis and interpretation, computer literacy, numeracy and complex problem solving.  
Students learn both manual and computerised accounting systems over the two year course of study. 
 
Business Communication and Technologies is designed to equip students with the ability to communicate 
effectively and to interact confidently through and within a business environment and to use a range of business 
information and technologies appropriate to both the private and public administration sectors.  The study of 
BCT develops effective teamwork, personal and interpersonal communication skills essential for good staff and 
customer relations, and ultimately, the successful operation of a business. 
 
Information Processing and Technology investigates situations in which information needs to be analysed, 
modelled, manipulated, stored and communicated, using technology.  There is also an examination of 
information processing problems and solutions. IPT touches many aspects of modern human life, and finds itself 
drawing upon and being applied to diverse fields of study.  Moral, ethical and philosophical issues will be raised 
and students will explore the impact of technology on society and the individual. 
 
Legal Studies.  Students who undertake the Legal studies course acquire a general understanding of legal 
principles and an informed appreciation of our legal system.  They acquire sufficient knowledge of the law to 
know their rights as private citizens, when to seek legal advice, and how to contribute as informed members of 
society to critical discussion and debate about law, legal systems and social institutions affecting our society. 

 
 
 
 
 
Computer Studies.   Personal access to computers and electronic information networks is increasing and 
becoming an important aspect of our daily lives.  People need to understand the reasons for using computers 
and their potential. 
 
Computer Studies provides students with a diverse range of computing skills such as using a variety of software 
packages, use of the internet, and web page design.  As a vocational subject, students are exposed to industry 
relevant topics such as problem solving, workplace health and safety and working as a team. 
 
Retail Studies.   This course is designed to allow students to achieve a broad understanding of the retail sector 
and to provide a range of personal and interpersonal skills with a general application to personal and work life, 
as well as specific knowledge and skills related to the wholesale and retail industries.  As part of this vocational 
subject, students will be required to participate in structured work placement to fulfil course requirements. 
 
 

The following subjects are non-OP eligible.  These subjects provide students with practical, hands-on 
experience that can lead to students gaining Certificate II level qualifications. 

The subjects offered within this Department can be divided into two categories.  OP eligible and non-OP 
eligible. The first group of subjects are OP eligible.  These subjects provide students with the option of 
continuing on to University study directly from school.  



�
�
�
�

All students are required to do English in both Junior and Senior. 
 
 

JUNIOR ENGLISH 
 

Year 8 and Year 9 
(Now combined with SOSE) 
Year 8 & 9 English is part of a new subject that integrates English and SOSE.  Students study 
literature - poems, plays, films and novels but in a SOSE context.  SOSE outcomes and English 
outcomes are taught and assessed within the same tasks.  Students complete a portfolio of activities 
each semester. 
 
In Year 8 some students are offered additional literacy classes instead of LOTE. 
 

Year 10 
Year 10 is an introduction to Senior and three strands of English are offered.  For students who are 
achieving at a high level, Extension English  which prepares students for Senior (Q.S.A.) English is 
offered.  Core English is for students who could choose either Vocational English or Senior English.  
Everyday English is offered to students who are experiencing difficulties in English and need 
additional literacy skills development and who will not be doing Senior (Q.S.A.) English. 
 

SENIOR ENGLISH (Q.S.A.) 
 
Senior English is an academic English subject with emphasis on the study of literature.  This subject 
MUST be studied by students who are OP eligible or who need a Sound Achievement in English to 
get into a TAFE course.  Care must be taken when selecting this course because there is a 
considerable amount of reading and writing involved.  Students must have achieved at least  level 6 
outcomes in English (not Everyday English) to be able to succeed in this subject.  Students who have 
not attained this level in Junior English should consider Vocational English.  
 

VOCATIONAL ENGLISH (ENGLISH COMMUNICATION) 
 
This subject is for students who are not OP eligible.  It focuses on preparing students for the 
workplace and as such is very practical and not concerned so much with the study of literature.  There 
is a continuing emphasis on developing literacy skills but in a workplace context.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����

English 

“ I t  i s  of  i nt er est  
t o not e t hat  whi l e 
some dol phi ns ar e 
r epor t ed t o have 
l ear ned Engl i sh – 
up t o f i f t y  wor ds 
used i n cor r ect  
cont ext  – no human 
bei ng has been 
r epor t ed t o have 
l ear ned 

Students participate in regular journal writing 
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 JUNIOR CURRICULUM 
 

Year 8, 9 YEAR 8 AND YEAR 9 ENGLISH/SOSE 
(ADDITIONAL LITERACY CLASSES IN YEAR 8 ) 

 
 

Year 10  EVERYDAY 
ENGLISH 

 CORE 
ENGLISH 

 EXTENSION 
ENGLISH 

 
  SENIOR CURRICULUM 
 
 

Year 11, 12  COMMUNICATION 
ENGLISH 

     SENIOR ENGLISH   
(Q.S.A.) 

 

 
 
 

TAFE, APPRENTICESHIPS, 
SCHOOL-BASED 

TRAINEESHIPS, WORK 

 UNIVERSITY, TAFE, 
APPRENTICESHIPS, WORK 

 
Poetry, plays, films and novels are very much a part of English at Bundaberg SHS and we are proud 
of our tradition of academic excellence.  We offer programs that prepare our students for an academic 
life as well as the workforce, but more importantly, to enable them to function well in an increasingly 
complex world.  Being able to communicate well – to read, write, speak and think about the ways 
language is used gives people power and control over their lives.  
 
We emphasise the importance of mastering the basics of language while encouraging students to 
explore the exciting world of modern literature and contemporary film and media.  We encourage the 
development of computer literacy skills through the use of our computer labs and we encourage 
participation in debating, public speaking, literary competitions and excursions.  Year 10 students are 
offered alternative pathways that prepare them for Senior English or vocational English. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Students participating in reading lessons 
 



 
All students in Years 8 and 9 participate in Health and Physical Education, and students may select to study 
HPE as an elective in Year 10.  Additionally, students may select to study Sports Studies in Years 9 and 10.  
Sports Studies provide direct links to the senior subjects Physical Education and Physical Recreation.  
Associate Professor Doune Macdonald of the University of Queensland asserts: 
 

As a curriculum researcher, I … am aware that the Bundaberg State High School ideas helped to shape how 
1-10 Health and Physical Education could be conceptualised.  

 
Students’ achievements in senior Physical Education have exceeded Queensland averages and those of like 
schools in every year since the inception of the subject. Bundaberg State High School has led the state in 
Physical Education curriculum development.  According to Associate Professor Macdonald: 
 

In the School of Movement Studies at the University of Queensland, which specialises in curriculum study, 
the BSHS materials have been used to demonstrate best practice in Physical Education for a number of 
years.  Undergraduate students are introduced to [Board] Physical Education using the work program, units, 
assessment tasks and practices of Bundaberg State High School. 

 
The school’s newly developed course in senior Physical Recreation is designed to provide exciting   
experiences in all aspects of physical leisure and recreation. Activities as diverse and interesting as Scuba 
Diving, Recreational Fishing and Camping are on offer. The school’s recent upgrade of physical education 
facilities, including the redesigned weights room, the physical education centre and physical performance 
laboratory, are proving to be great assets in achieving outcomes in this area. 
 
In 2005, students who are achieving at a high level in HPE and considering undertaking senior Physical 
Education in Year 11 and 12 will have the option of studying a new subject ‘Year 10 PED’. This subject will be 
designed to provide students with greater understanding of biophysical foundations of human movement.  It will 
focus on sport specific skill development and fitness training in order to better prepare students for the physical 
and academic rigours of Year 11 and 12 Physical Education. It is not a subject to be taken lightly and will only 
suit high achievers thinking of a future in this field. 
 

  Health & Physical Education 
EducationlEEducaEducation 

Bundaberg State High School is recognised as one of Queensland’s leading schools in the Health and Physical 
Education (HPE) key learning area.  The school’s physical education teachers and students have led the state 
in curriculum development in senior Physical Education. In junior HPE and Sports Studies, our curricula are at 
the leading edge in interpreting Queensland’s new junior syllabuses, while the senior subject Physical 
Recreation provides links to the fitness, recreation and tourism industries. 

Year 11 Student Brent Ball ‘Takes the 
Helm’ during the Annual Physical 
Recreation Fishing Camp at Baffle 
Creek - 2004 
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Year 8 
Health & Physical Education 

Core curriculum 
 ����  
Year 9 

Health and Physical Education 

Elective Curriculum 
 ����  

Year 
10 

Health & Physical Education 
Elective curriculum 

Physical Education 
Elective Curriculum 

Sports Studies 
Elective curriculum 

 ����  
Year 11 
Year 12 

Physical Education 

Board subject 
Physical Recreation 

SAS: Strand B 
 
 

Subject descrptions 

Junior Health & Physical 
Education 

 
Health and Physical 
Education (HPE) is part of 
the school’s core curriculum 
in Year 8.  HPE is offered as 
an elective subject in Year 9 
and 10. 
 
HPE links very well with 
both senior Physical 
Education and senior 
Physical Recreation. 

Junior Sport Studies 
 
Sport Studies is offered as an 
elective in Year 10.  Sport 
Studies provides specialist 
teaching and learning in 
selected games and sports. 
 
Sport Studies links very well 
with both senior Physical 
Education and senior 
Physical Recreation. 

Senior Physical Education 
 
Physical Education is a Board subject, and as such 
contributes to the compilation of OPs. Physical 
Education provides personalised and integrated 
studies, in which physical activity is the key. 
 
Students who achieve highly in Physical 
Education are well placed to participate in a wide 
range of relevant tertiary studies.   Physical 

Senior Physical Recreation 
 
Physical Recreation is registered as a subject 
area specification (SAS) at Strand C.  As 
Physical Recreation is not a Board subject, it 
does not contribute to the compilation of OPs.   
 
Physical Recreation links well with further 
studies in Recreational Practices. Students 
who achieve highly in Physical Recreation are 

Senior Physical Education 
Canoeing Students Developing 

their Skills at Sandy Hook 

 

Year 10 Physical 
Education 

 
Year 10 Physical Education (PED) 
is part of the school’s elective 
curriculum.  PED is offered as an 
elective subject in Year 10 only. 
 
Year 10 PED is specifically 
designed to provide links for 
students wishing to study 
senior Physical Education. 
 



 

Bundaberg State High School has, for many years, celebrated a strong and successful 
tradition of sporting excellence.  We have consistently achieved outstanding results in both 
team and individual sports at local, state and national levels.  The school has a dedicated 
sporting staff, committed students and support from the administration and school 
community; all of whom recognise the value and benefits of school sport. 
 
Sport is providing a career path, directly or indirectly, for an increasing number of students 
each year.  Until now, this has not been addressed by the state education system and 
school sport has always been considered an extra-curricular activity and not an option for 
formal study. 
 
Currently the school is going through the necessary processes to introduce the “Sport 
Development” course into the Senior School for 2004.  This subject will be aimed at our 
gifted sportsmen and women, wishing to maximise their potential in their chosen sport.  It 
will allow students to extend their physical skills under the guidance of specialist coaches 
from within and outside the school, to balance academic and sporting commitments 
effectively, and to enhance their potential and future options in their chosen sport. 
 
The subject will consist of a number of generic core units that all students will study such 
as, Fitness & Conditioning, Sports Nutrition, Sports Medicine, First Aid, Coaching Principles 
(level 1), Training Principles and Effective Time Management.  In addition, students will 
study sport specific units, specialising in their chosen sport such as, Career Pathways, 
Training Programs and Skill Development.  It is intended to keep the program as flexible as 
possible to ensure the current specific needs of individual students are catered for. 
 
The subject “Sport Development” will be accredited under the Queensland Studies 
Authority, Study Area Specification – Physical Recreation (Strand B).  This means it is an 
Authority registered subject and will not count towards a student’s OP, but will appear on 
students’ Senior Certificates.  Sport Development is not compatible with the subject 
“Physical Recreation” and students may study only one not both. 
 
There are no pre-requisites for the course. The subject, however, is targeting our elite 
sporting students and all must undergo an application and selection process. Successful 
applicants will be determined by the Principal and an advisory committee and will be 
expected to meet the following criteria: 
·  a high level of performance in their chosen sport. 
·  an acceptable standard of academic performance in all subjects. 
·  a willingness to be an active and motivated member of the school community (eg 

participation in interhouse carnivals). 
·  a high level of motivation to undertake the course and maximise sporting and career 

potential.  
 
At this stage it is envisaged students will be identified in year nine/ten and undertake the 
subject in years 11 and 12.  
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Queensland representative and BDSSS MVP, Adam 
Grunske, receiving the perpetual shield after the Open 
Boys Volleyball BDSSS premiership victory. 



 

 

 

 
     HOME ECONOMICS 

 
 
The Home Economics Department at Bundaberg State High School has forged a reputation providing 
students with valuable and relevant experiences and opportunities.  These experiences span the many 
fields of study – Home Economics covers the areas of Early Childhood, Hospitality and Catering and 
Home Economics.  Board Senior Home Economics offers units of food study, textiles study and living 
environments study to include family and relationships.  The diversity of opportunity and outcomes is 
evidenced through the following: 
 
Faculty Opportunities 
 

·  Career  Pathways.  Students enrolled in – 
�  School-based traineeships & apprenticeships 
�  On the job training through specialist training programs e.g. Across the Waves and 

Structured Work Placements 
·  Specialised Training Programs with worked related exper iences at recognised Hospitality 

establishments including: 
�  Widebay TAFE – Bundaberg Campus (Provision of Training for Modules) 
�  Lady Elliot Island (Introductory Work Experience).  Students sample resort life as both 

guests and employee. 
�  Hospitality excursion – establishments in Brisbane (Hilton Hotel tour) 
�  Etiquette Training Australia – a registered training organization to deliver at school 

·  Knife skills             )  all offering nationally accredited 
·  Coffee workshops   )  Certificates for students 

·  Specialised Resources – 
�  Virtual Baby – enhancing Early Childcare experiences 
�  Ongoing networking/support from Childcare Centres and Early Childhood personnel 
�  Well equipped Catering Kitchen & Dining Room with cold room 
�  Networking and Linking with the Community and other Learning Institutions 
�  Partnerships established with TAFE, Childcare Centres, Family Daycare, PCYC, 

Etiquette training Australia, local caterers & BASIC to provide work 
experience/traineeships/work placements provide work experience/ 
Traineeships/work placements 
 
 

The relevance and enjoyment experienced by Bundaberg State High School through Home Economics 
Subject offerings is testimony to increased enrolment rates particularly with boys studying Hospitality & 
Catering. 

   



 

  

   

    

 

 

HOME ECONOMICS 
Learning Pathways 

Year  8 – Introductory Units  
 

   Textiles    &   Food & Nutrition 
 
         �  

Year  9/10 Electives 
 
  Home Economics                                        Creative Textiles          Food Hospitality & 
Catering 
 

�  
Year  11/12 Electives 

 
Home Economics             Early Childhood                  Hospitality           Catering 
                   Practices              Certificate I 
           �  
               Optional 
          Certificate II through 
           TAFE/Traineeships 
  SUBJECT DESCRIPTIONS       

 

Home Economics is essentially about individuals, families and every day living.  The multi faceted nature 
of everyday living means that Home Economics is a broad subject that covers a number of areas 
including Management, Food and Nutrition, Housing, Consumer Education and design.  The practical 
nature of Home Economics allows enrichment of thought and values as well as the development of 
essential food preparation and clothing construction skills  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Food, Hospitality and Catering.  
Through practical experience, students 
studying Junior Catering learn  the basics in 
food production, storage and presentation.  
They develop their proficiency in cooking – 
presenting and garnishing foods.  They  are 
encouraged to develop communication skills, 
creativity, management and team skills. 

Creative Textiles has been designed to cater for the 
needs of the student who wishes to concentrate his/her 
studies in the area of developing sewing skills, design and 
creative fabric techniques.  This course offers a diverse 
range of knowledge in textile production, appropriate 
fabric choices and the elements and principles of design.  
It provides valuable learning experiences with the 
potential for employment or to individualise and make 
cost effective textile items. 

Home Economics 
Home Economics is a practical subject which 
focuses on optimising the well being of families 
and individuals in society.  Students participate in 
three areas of study – food, textiles and living 
environments and acquire skills related to the 
specific areas.  It provides students with 
opportunities to manipulate materials to produce 
quality food and textile products. 
A course in Home Economics offers career 
opportunities in Medical & Health Services, Social 
Service, Catering & Personnel Services, Marketing 

Ear ly Childhood Practices -  new Junior  subject to provide introduction to Senior  subject. 
Early Childhood offers students the opportunity to develop skills in relation to childcare.  Students complete 
studies in relation to the practical care of infants and young children in preparation for structured work 
placement in Early Childhood Centres.  Learning through play, first aid, practical activities with children, 
caring and nurturing young children are aspects of this course.  Students choosing this subject do so because 
they are seeking a vocation in Early 

Hospitality 
Hospitality offers students the opportunity to 
develop skills in relation to the preparation, 
presentation and storage of food.  The subject 
enhances life and leisure skills and prepares students 
for future employment.  Students who select Strand 
A will gain Industry recognition for core modules 
which will further enhance employment 
opportunities and may lead to further study in this 
area.  Excellent opportunities exist through 
traineeships, work experience, off-site training 
programs and excursions to a range of exciting 

Early Childhood  
Practices 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Bundaberg State High School’s Industrial Technology and Design Department is renowned across the state for 
the excellence of its courses and for its introduction of progressive ideas in technology, thus ensuring that it 
maintains its place at the cutting edge of Educational Technology. 
 
All of our courses have been expanded to cover a wide range of applications of modern technologies in order 
that our education processes are keeping abreast of developments in the commercial and industrial fields.  
Students are encouraged to take notice of developments in “the New World around them” and to apply this 
knowledge throughout their chosen courses.  In all of this, students are exposed on a daily basis to the need to 
observe industrial safety regulations at all times.  This is an attribute that will stand any student in good stead 
irrespective of course choice. 
 
Students are encouraged to develop their capacity to reason soundly, while noting the connection between 
commerce, industry in daily life, education and environmental issues relating to preservation of natural 
resources used in these areas. 
 
 
 
 
Introductory courses in Year 8 cover the use of wood, plastics, basic electronic, sheet metal (and related 
adhesives and fasteners) and graphic presentation of articles ensure that students are aware of the range of 
options available in Year 9 and Year 10. 
 
Year 8 students are rotated through practical workshop and design based projects, developing their 
manipulative skills in the use of wood, plastics, metals and electronics.  The graphics course is designed to give 
students a basic grasp of pictorial representation of commonly used articles in workshop home or industry and 
also an introduction to computer aided design. 
 

  
 

The courses available in years 9 & 10 (junior curriculum) provide opportunity for students to learn basic 
technology and information connected with modern industry, as well as the all-important process of making 
useful articles for use at home.  In addition a special course, Small Engines Maintenance has been created. A 
purpose-built workshop fully-equipped with new engines is available to students who select this course.  This 
course has links with local industry and Briggs and Stratton.  
 
Another course and special workshop facility is also provided for work in electronics, a must in this age of 
burgeoning electronic development.  Plastics in various forms are integrated into both the timber (small 
furniture) and metal courses. 
 
Graphics work ensures that students learn to read, draw and interpret pictorial representations of articles 
commonly encountered in daily life, especially in commerce and industry.  This course is designed to prepare 
students for senior level Graphics that involves complex work using computers and associated technology. 
 
It is generally assumed that students of these courses will have studied at least one or more of the junior 
technology courses in order to be “at home” with these advanced courses. 
 
 

IInndduussttrriiaall  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  aanndd  DDeessiiggnn  



 

 
 
At senior level (Year 11 and 12) the standard of information and technology is higher.  The standard of 
equipment provided in the senior workshops compares favourably with that of progressive commercial 
workshops.  As may be expected, students in these courses are expected to be very familiar with industrial 
safety regulations.  The use of power saws, planers, router, etc makes safety observation mandatory and this 
knowledge alone can be of vital importance to students when they commence work in “the real world”. 
 
The engineering workshop provides one of the most extensive ranges of machine tools available in Secondary 
Education in Queensland.  Students gain experience in the use of engineering lathes, shaper, milling machines, 
electric welders, MIG welder, plasma cutter, Oxy-acetylene work.  Computerised machines are part of the 
course.  
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JUNIOR CURRICULUM 

CRAFT, DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY  
Year 8 
·  Design process or problem solving 
·  Craft skills in wood, metal, plastics 
·  Technologies of materials, structures, mechanisms, computers, electrics and electronics and energy. 

 
 

GRAPHICS 
 
·  General 

drawing 
principles 

·  Computer 
aided design 
and drafting 

 APPLIED 
TECHNOLOGY 
STRAND A 
 
Introduction to design 
Wood Technology 
Metal Technology 
Plastics Technology  
Electronics 
Systems Technology 
 

  APPLIED TECHNOLOGY 
STRAND B 
 
Aerodynamics, alternative 
energy and computer 
controlled engineering 
through projects in: 
 
·  Flight design, vehicle 

design & boat design 
·  Exploring electricity 

DC/Ac, electronics, 
solar, wind, fibre optics 
and lasers 

·  CAD/CAM design, air 
& Fluid power, Robotics 

 APPLIED TECHNOLOGY 
STRAND C 
GENERAL SHOP 

 
This is a preparation course 
for vocational programs. 
1. Woodworking 
2. Metalworking Machining 

/Fitting 
3. Plastics 
4. Basic engines 
5. Small engines 

 
SENIOR CURRICULUM 
 
 
SENIOR 

GRAPHICS 
Board Subject 

 TECHNOLOGY 
STUDIES 

Board Subject 

 BUILDING 
CONSTRUCTION 

(ISA) 

 METALS 
ENGINEERING 

(ISB) 

 INTRODUCTION 
TO INDUSTRY 

(ISF) 

 



 

 
  
 

 

All students are required to study Junior Mathematics. 
Senior Mathematics is not compulsory in Year 11 and 12.  However, to maximize employment opportunity, 
most students enrol in a mathematics subject.  

 

JUNIOR MATHEMATICS 
The Junior Mathematics Syllabus organises mathematics into five strands:  

 Number   Chance and Data  Measurement   

Space    Patterns and Algebra 

All classes experience practical activities in the above strands.  The emphasis is on the application of 
mathematics in real life situations.  
Year  8 
All Year 8’s study the same units of work.  After Term 1, where possible, those students identified as 
ones who would benefit from learning support, are offered a modified program with more hands-on 
activities. 
Year  9 and 10 
To meet the individual needs of students, three tailored programs are offered in Year 9 and 10.   
These range from the complex mathematics to the everyday application.   Opportunities are provided 
for students to move between mathematics classes. 

 
SENIOR MATHEMATICS 

 
For students wishing to undertake higher education, Bundaberg S.H.S. offers the Authority Subjects: 
Senior Mathematics A, Senior Mathematics B and Senior Mathematics C.  
For students not intending to access tertiary education, Senior Mathematics A or the Authority 
Registered Pre-Vocational Mathematics are available. 
The following table may be used to help decide which mathematics course to study. 
 
A student 

should study… 

I f they want to … Junior  maths required… 

Maths B and C Be eligible for many higher 
level university courses. 

High level of success and interest in 
the top level of junior mathematics  

Maths B 

 

Keep a variety of tertiary 
options available. 

Above average results in junior 
maths with a solid background in 
algebra 

Maths A 

 

Be eligible for some tertiary 
courses or are interested in 
careers that require maths and 
science knowledge. 

Some interest and success in all the 
strands except algebra 

Pre-Vocational  

Maths 

Seek a trade or other non-
tertiary career pathway.  

No prerequisite 

  
 

 

 

Mathematics 



 

 



 

Science 

Science is a way of both understanding the world around us, and investigating that world. At 
Bundaberg State High School, students participate in a wide range of learning activities 
designed to develop a life-long love of Science. Students learn about their world in a variety 
of ways, including studying the work of scientists, designing and performing scientific 
investigations, and recording and analysing observations made in the field. Literacy and 
numeracy, thinking skills including problem-solving, and learning technology are key 
components of all Science courses. 
 

COURSES 
 
Junior Science provides students with 
a broad understanding of living things, 
natural and processed materials, the 
Earth and beyond, energy and change, 
and the place of science in society.  
 
In Senior Biological Science, 
students continue to develop their 
understanding of how living things 
interact with one another and their 
surroundings, and of how organisms 
function. The study of Biological 
Science encourages students to 
consider their responsibilities towards 
their world.�
 

In Senior Chemistry, students further 
their understanding of the materials 
around us and how they interact and 
change. Chemistry is sometimes 
described as the central science, as a 
knowledge of it is often needed to 
understand other branches of science 
and engineering. 
 
Senior Multistrand Science has a place 
in the general education of all senior 
students, irrespective of whether they 
intend entering a science or technology 
based career. It is suitable for students 
who require a broad rather than a 
specialised background in science. 
 
In Senior Physics students are 
challenged to deepen their understanding 
of the universe and our changing world.�
 

Science students are also provided with access to many co-curricular activities, 
including the National Science Week, International Science School, National Youth 
Science Forum, Queensland Space Science Forum, Australian Science Olympiads, 
Australian Schools Science Competition, and the National Chemistry Quiz.�
 



 

� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 11 isn’t just the year that follows Year 10.  It is traditionally the beginning of the senior 
school and the transition from school to further study or the workforce. 
 
For you, this may mean new subjects, a new uniform and added responsibilities and 
privileges.  With these new and unfamiliar changes may come new stresses (i.e. increased 
work load, part time work, sport commitments) resulting in higher anxiety levels and 
increased stress. 
 
This is where the Social Justice Department steps in.  We are here to support you and assist 
you with your courses.  Staff who can help include: 
 
GUIDANCE OFFICER  -  Mr K Short 
 
The duties of the Guidance Officer in our school include personal counselling, career counselling and 
educational guidance.  Mr Short is available to parents, students and teachers for consultation on 
students’ educational progress in the school and for future educational planning. 
 
SCHOOL BASED YOUTH HEALTH NURSE  -  Mr B Parfitt 
 
Our nurse addresses individual, group and community health issues of concern to young people.  Our 
school is part of the Health Promoting Schools Program.  Issues that our nurse has been involved in 
include Sexual Health, HIV/AIDS, Anti-bullying, Anti-Smoking, Harm Minimisation, Self-Esteem, 
Breast & Skin Cancer and Contraception. 
 
SEXUAL HARRASSMENT REFERRAL OFFICERS  -  Ms M Wells, Mr J Carman, Mr G Jenkin 

 
Our school has trained SHROs to provide information to members of the school community who 
require it.  Sexual harassment is regarded as a serious matter and will be handled according to SHRO 
guidelines. 
 
CHAPLAIN  -  Mr B Reynolds 
 
The chaplain will be available for pastoral care of all members of the school community.  Barry has 
also been involved in presenting Religious Education to Year 8s.  He is also available to counsel 
students, staff and parents. 
 
COMMUNITY EDUCATION COUNSELLOR  -  Mrs Rhonda Chapman, Mrs L Joseph T/A 

 
Our counsellor provides pastoral care support and advocacy for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students.  The role includes liaising with staff, parents and children and establishing links between 
school and ATSI organisations.  In-class support is provided by the Teacher Aide. 
 

  

Social Justice 



 

LEARNING SUPPORT  -  Mrs D Jenkin, Mrs D Price, Mr M Humphries, Ms P Spinks, Mrs L 
Howkins-Clark,  Mrs B Wurth T/A 
 
The goal of Learning Support staff is to assist the 
school community to meet the needs of students in 
achieving their social, academic, physical and 
emotional potential.  Their focus is to assist long-term 
low achievers, eg. learning disabled, moderately 
intellectually impaired, short term low achievers eg. 
those disadvantaged through illness, family upheaval 
etc. and high achievers eg. gifted and talented 
students.  Our teachers will be available to help 
students through either A Block Office or our Centre 
for Learning And Support Services in C Block.  In-
class support is also provided by the Teacher Aide. 
 
 
Year Level Co-ordinators 

 
Year   8  Mrs D Shaw 
Year   9  Mr P Olsen 
Year 10  Mrs E Weir 
Year 11  Mrs G Jenkin 
Year 12  Mrs S Hobbin 
 
The responsibility of the Year Level Co-ordinators is to oversee all aspects of the welfare and 
progress of the students in their area of care.  All students are encouraged to contact the Co-ordinator 
on any concerns they may have. 
 
SCHOOL- BASED POLICE OFFICER  -  Acting Senior Constable D Loftus 
 
The role of the SBPO is to promote positive relationships between the school community and police, 
contribute to an understanding of the law, particularly in relation to young people, and to attend, 
where appropriate, to police related matters within the school community.   
 
WHERE ARE WE? 
 
BUNDABERG STATE HIGH SCHOOL  -  Maryborough Street 

 
Most of our services, including First Aid rooms and medication dispensary, are situated in the Student 
Services Building (A Block) between the Library and the Assembly Hall.  All enquiries can be directed 
through our office staff, Mrs Noela Shortman on 4154 5316. 
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Social and Community 

Studies 

 
This subject is offered to 
students in Years 9 to 12. It is a 
life skilling program which 
incorporates both literacy and 
numeracy. To prepare students 
for community life the course 
includes units on personal 
development & social skills, 
accessing community services, 
local environments, budgeting & 
mapping skills. 
 Computer Studies 

 
Computer Studies is an alternative 
subject offered to students in Year 11 
and 12. A simplified approach to word 
processing using Word, 
spreadsheeting using Excel and 
desktop publishing using Publisher 
enables students to obtain some 
basic computer skills. 

  

Special Education Unit 

Bundaberg Special Education Unit supports and provides learning 
opportunities for students with disabilities. These disabilities include hearing 
impairment, visual impairment, physical impairment, intellectual impairment, 
speech language impairment and autistic spectrum disorder. 
The unit supports an inclusion policy where students can be part of regular 
subjects with assistance from either a teacher or teacher aide, if necessary. 
Students are able to choose mainstream subjects from Year 8 to 12 and/or 
choose alternate subjects which have been designed to address students’ 
individual needs in the areas of work preparation, leisure skills, relationships, 
communication, literacy and numeracy skills and community awareness. 
All student’s timetables are individual and designed to best meet the 
student’s individual goals. 
 
Supporting extra curricular activities, the staff are committed to providing 
opportunities outside the classroom.  
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Leisure and Alternate Programs 

 
This subject develops students’ awareness of the range of leisure activities  and 
recreational options that are available in the community.  The course explores a variety 
of sports, camping, fishing, drama, pet care and gardening. Students are encouraged 
to participate in all activities including camps and community excursions. 
 

Cultural Studies 

 
This subject is offered to Year 8 
students in the Special Education 
Unit as an alternative to LOTE. The 
hands-on approach to activities 
enables students to appreciate the 
cultural aspects of life in Japan, 
France and Germany. While there 
is little emphasis on learning 
languages, students do learn some 
simple common phrases. 
 
YEAR 9 & 10 – This course is an 
extension of the yr 8 Cultural 
Studies taught in the unit.  It aims to 
give students an appreciation of 
cultures in other countries with an 
emphasis on hands-on activities. Practical Living Skills 

 
Practical Living Skills provides students with the opportunity to experience and 
acquire skills required for everyday living.  Students participate in units that 
explore cooking, cleaning, sewing, transport use, medical awareness and 
personal safety. All aspects of this subject are taught using a hands on approach, 
community experiences and guest speakers. 

 Science 
A science-based subject 
investigating “Life and 
Living” will be offered to our 
students.  This subject will 
be exploring some of the 
unique and interesting 
animal and plant life as well 
as regions we have in and 
around our wonderful Coral 
Coast.  We hope to offer 
the students a course rich 
in “hands on” experiences 
and activities, which we are 
sure will be both educating, 
rewarding and challenging 
to teachers and students 
alike. 



 

 
 
 
 
�  Competitions  - Australian Geography 

- Asia Wise 
- Languages Competitions 
- German Verse speaking 
- LOTE Speech contest 

 
 
�  Excursions  - German Oktoberfest 

- German Verse speaking 
- Tourism (beyond General 

Fund Subsidy) 
- Senior History Seminars 
- Geography – Fraser Island 

& 1770 
 
�  SAS Tourism - Provide Vocational 

Modules 
 
�  Arts Council Performances 
 
�  Other Social Science and LOTE trips which may be 

organised within the school from time to time. 
 

Social Science 
A world of ideas and experiences 

The Social Science Department at Bundaberg State High School promotes excellence in developing 
students’ understanding of their world, their skills and life long learning. 
 
This department encompasses two key learning areas being: SOSE (Studies of Society and 
Environment) and LOTE (Languages Other Than English). 
 

Why Study Social Science 
 
In the 21st century, there will be skills that will be highly 
valued. 
Social Science develops those skills. 

¨  Flexibility 
¨  The Ability to Cope with Rapid Change 
¨  Problem Solving Ability 
¨  Analytical Skills and Capabilities 
¨  High Level Communication Skills 
¨  Sensitivity to Global Issues 
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 



 

 


