
Senior Education Profile 

Students in Queensland are issued with a Senior Education Profile (SEP) upon completion of 

senior studies. This profile may include a: 

 statement of results  

 Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) 

 Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA). 

For more information about the SEP see: www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-

qualifications/sep. 

Statement of results  

Students are issued with a statement of results in the December following the completion of a 

QCAA-developed course of study. A new statement of results is issued to students after each 

QCAA-developed course of study is completed. 

A full record of study will be issued, along with the QCE qualification, in the first December or 

July after the student meets the requirements for a QCE. 

Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) 

Students may be eligible for a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) at the end of their 

senior schooling. Students who do not meet the QCE requirements can continue to work towards 

the certificate post-secondary schooling. The QCAA awards a QCE in the following July or 

December, once a student becomes eligible. Learning accounts are closed after nine years; 

however, a student may apply to the QCAA to have the account reopened and all credit 

continued. 

Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement 

(QCIA) 

The Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA) reports the learning achievements 

of eligible students who complete an individual learning program. At the end of the senior phase 

of learning, eligible students achieve a QCIA. These students have the option of continuing to 

work towards a QCE post-secondary schooling.  

Senior subjects 

The QCAA develops four types of senior subject syllabuses — General, Applied, Senior External 

Examinations and Short Courses. Results in General and Applied subjects contribute to the 

award of a QCE and may contribute to an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) 

calculation, although no more than one result in an Applied subject can be used in the calculation 

of a student’s ATAR. 

Bundaberg State High School offers General and Applied subjects. 

Typically, it is expected that most students will complete these courses across Years 11 and 12. 

All subjects build on the P–10 Australian Curriculum. 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-qualifications/sep
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General syllabuses  

General subjects are suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond senior secondary 

schooling that lead primarily to tertiary studies and to pathways for vocational education and 

training and work. General subjects include Extension subjects. 

Applied syllabuses  

Applied subjects are suited to students who are primarily interested in pathways beyond senior 

secondary schooling that lead to vocational education and training or work. 

Underpinning factors  

All senior syllabuses are underpinned by: 

 literacy — the set of knowledge and skills about language and texts essential for 

understanding and conveying content 

 numeracy — the knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions that students need to use 

mathematics in a wide range of situations, to recognise and understand the role of 

mathematics in the world, and to develop the dispositions and capacities to use mathematical 

knowledge and skills purposefully. 

General syllabuses  

In addition to literacy and numeracy, General syllabuses are underpinned by:  

 21st century skills — the attributes and skills students need to prepare them for higher 

education, work and engagement in a complex and rapidly changing world. These include 

critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, collaboration and teamwork, personal and 

social skills, and information & communication technologies (ICT) skills. 

Applied syllabuses  

In addition to literacy and numeracy, Applied syllabuses are underpinned by: 

 applied learning — the acquisition and application of knowledge, understanding and skills in 

real-world or lifelike contexts 

 community connections — the awareness and understanding of life beyond school through 

authentic, real-world interactions by connecting classroom experience with the world outside 

the classroom 

 core skills for work — the set of knowledge, understanding and non-technical skills that 

underpin successful participation in work. 

Vocational education and training (VET) 

Students can access VET programs through the school if it: 

 is a registered training organisation (RTO) 

 has a third-party arrangement with an external provider who is an RTO 

 offers opportunities for students to undertake school-based apprenticeships or traineeships.  



Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) 

eligibility 

The calculation of an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) will be based on a student’s: 

 best five General subject results or 

 best results in a combination of four General subject results plus an Applied subject result or a 

Certificate III or higher VET qualification. 

The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) has responsibility for ATAR calculations. 

English requirement  

Eligibility for an ATAR will require satisfactory completion of a QCAA English subject. 

Satisfactory completion will require students to attain a result that is equivalent to a Sound Level 

of Achievement in one of two subjects — English and Essential English. 

While students must meet this standard to be eligible to receive an ATAR, it is not mandatory for 

a student’s English result to be included in the calculation of their ATAR. 

 

Subject Selection Process/Rules 

Students are required to study six (6) subjects from a selection of General subjects, Applied 

subjects and Vocational Education courses. 

It is compulsory for all students to study an English and a Mathematics subject.  

Students may select to study Certificate II in Skills for Work and Vocational Pathways instead of 

a Mathematics subject, however, students must complete this qualification to meet the QCE 

Numeracy requirement. 

Students who select to study Specialist Mathematics must also study Mathematical Methods. 

Students cannot study Sport & Recreation and Certificate II in Sport & Recreation due to the 

course materials being very similar. 

 

It is vitally important that when choosing subjects, students select subjects that: 

 they enjoy; 

 they have an interest; 

 are realistic based on previous results; and  

 lead to their desired pathway. 

 

To assist students with the decision-making process, they can talk to the following staff - 

 Guidance Officers - Sally Freeman for specific career and subject selection advice 

 Heads of Department and key teachers of senior subjects about specific subjects 

 Deputy Principals – Rick Dallas and Nancy Paterson 

 Principal - Karen McCord 

 


